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clarinet, the air of formality was momentarily interrupted.

Arts &
Entertainment Guide
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region, selected by Times critics.

But for the most part, the two-hour concert consisted of
classic swing executed with great respect but little
spontaneity and dynamism. You had the feeling of
Go to Event Listings » attending a classical chamber music concert at which the

performers verbally supplied reverential annotation.

The show swung somewhat more freely in its second half, when the sextet played several of

Shaw’s signature hits, including “Begin the Beguine” and “Star Dust.”

Its archival perspective was embodied by an overly polite performance of Shaw’s
“Concerto for Clarinet,” which Will Anderson introduced as Shaw’s competitive response
to Benny Goodman’s “Sing, Sing, Sing,” right down to having the piece end on a higher
note.

Ms. Sherman helped loosen things up with her effervescent renditions of “Any Old Time,”
which Billie Holiday sang with Shaw’s band, and the Artie Shaw-Johnny Mercer ballad
“Love of My Life,” from the 1940 movie “Second Chorus” in which Shaw co-starred with
Fred Astaire.

In a revealing anecdote about Shaw’s notorious perfectionism, Ms. Sherman recalled his
telling her after a performance that it was “divine,” and at first thinking he had paid her an

undeserved compliment. She was right. It was criticism of her pronunciation of a word in a

song: it should be “divine,” not “dee-vine,” he told her sharply.

“The Anderson Twins Celebrate Artie Shaw at 100” continues through Sunday at 59E59
Theaters, 59 East 59th Street, Manhattan; (212) 279-4200, 59e59.0rg.

A version of this review appeared in print on May 27, 2010, on page C2 of the New York edition.
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