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Anderson Trio album review: ‘Reed
Reflections’

Lynn Redmile -  Will and Pete Anderson will perform in the Washington, DC area.

By Mike Joyce, 

PETER AND WILL ANDERSON TRIO

“Reed Reflections”

Kindred spirits: Lou Donaldson, 
Benny Goodman, Martin Taylor

Show: Wednesday at Bethesda Blues and Jazz Supper Club. Show starts at 7:30 p.m.
www.bethesdabluesjazz.com. $20.

There’s only one way to fully appreciate the new jazz album by the Bethesda-bred, Juilliard-
trained Anderson twins, Peter and Will, and guitarist Alex Wintz: Keep it spinning.

Listen to “Reed Reflections” three times: First, to hear the Andersons’ saxophones and
clarinets elegantly converge, converse and engage in delightful counterpoint; second, to
focus on Wintz’s resonating chordal propulsion and crisp, 
single-note interludes; and, finally, to hear the arrangements in full, imaginatively unfolding
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in ways that consistently bring a fresh perspective to such classic pop and jazz tunes as
“Cherokee,” “Willow Weep for Me” and “In a Sentimental Mood.” Wonderfully evocative
tributes to Thelonious Monk (“Bye-Ya”) and Bud Powell (“Bud on Bach”) offer more reasons
to stay tuned. Even then, anyone with a taste for swing, bop and chamber jazz will want to
come back for more.

The Andersons earned reams of praise for
their 2013 debut album, “Correspondence,”
which featured pianist Kenny Barron and
other well-known artists, but the
streamlined “Reed Reflections” is no less
impressive. In Wintz, the siblings have a
collaborator who can offer pianistic touches
as well as evoke the sound of legendary and
contemporary jazz guitar masters, from
Charlie Christian to Martin Taylor. As a
result, the arrangements, which often
feature the reeds trading places, have more
texture and color than you might expect.
And if some of the subdued performances
strike particularly soulful notes, the shifting
tempos ensure that the trio’s ability to swing
effortlessly is never overshadowed for long.

— Mike Joyce
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