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You walk into Theater C, the smallest space at 59E59 Theaters, and find it transformed into a tiny,

crowded nightclub. You're shown to your table and offered a drinks menu. Settling in, you look up

at the wee corner stage, set up for a miniature swing band, and wonder where there could possibly

be room for any kind of staging.

It soon becomes apparent that there is to be no staging. You're in for a concert – if

something of a concept-concert – rather than a theatrical production, and that, as it turns out, is

just fine. The Anderson Twins Play the Fabulous Dorseys is no more and no less than a musical

tribute to Tommy Dorsey and Jimmy Dorsey, the sometimes-feuding brothers who both became

giants of 20th century jazz and the dance band scene – and of midcentury pop culture. Young Pete

and Will Anderson, twin brothers and phenomenally talented reed players, lead a six-piece band

with a tight, full sound that often comes remarkably close to the energy of a full-sized swing/dance

band.

Interspersed with the musical numbers, you see clips from the 1947 film The Fabulous Dorseys in

which the Dorsey brothers played themselves. These scenes give you a capsule biography of the

pair: Tommy Dorsey was best known as a hugely successful bandleader and trombonist (though, a

little disappointingly, there's no 'bone in the Andersons' band), while saxophonist Jimmy Dorsey

was an accomplished composer. The brothers worked together and separately for many years on

stage and later on television.

The Andersons intersperse a few snatches of playful banter suggesting parallels between them and

the Dorseys, but this show is really all about the music. Watching the modern brothers' hard-

swinging tribute, which featured songs like "Opus One," "Runnin' Wild," "Deep River," and

"Tangerine," I reflected on how much certain things have changed. The great jazz and classical
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musicians of the Dorseys' day often became pop culture icons as well as respected artists. Today,

it isn't usually the most talented people filing those cultural roles, but the best at honing their image

and attuning themselves to the bent of the times.
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